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The AUTHOR to 
theREADER. 


-Do not preſent you here 
. with Difourſes which re= 
quire much ſtudy,or much 
Time for the Reading, 
but with plain Thoughts, ſhort 
and eafte, which you may under- 
ſtand without trouble,and read 
in a moment. Nor are theſe 
Thoughts purely moral,regar + 
31g meerly thoſe Duties which 
the light ofNaturepreſcrives, 
Juch as thoſe of Epictetus and 
Seneca : No, theſe are Chri- 
ſtian Thoughts,whoſe Subjeft 
A 3 75 
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w the mot important Truths 

of our Faith, and the moſt ex- 

alted Rules of the Goſpel. 
Theſe Theughts are ſuitable 

not only to ſuch, who live re- 

tired, and make great uſe of 

their reaſon, but alſo for thoſe 

| who being ingaged in the 

| World, have le opportunity * 

I for the things of God, For cer- 

tainly ſuch as are moſt dewe- 

| ted ro the world, may yet 

| ſometimes lift up their Eyes 

| 


towards. Heaven ;wwhatever be: 


[ :2e Employment, how great ſo- 
| ever mens Incumbrances,a man. 
' 
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cannot but find time enough 
| every day for a momentsRead- 
il ing ; ad tho Buſineſs may not 
admit of Solemn Meditations, 
yet 
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tro the READ ER. 


yet it can no way hinder our 
Entertainment every day of. 


one good Thought, *ere we be- 


take our ſelves to Buſmeſs. 

The Deſign of this little 
Book, 1s to. furniſh men with 
Thoughts for every Day of the 
Month, and that you may reap 
any Advantage from 'em, you 
muſt obſerve this Method. 

In the Morning having ade 
red God, and placed your ſelf 
as in his preſence, read the 
Theughts for the Day,but read 
'em diſtinily ; that you may 
fully underſtand them ; if-you 
have time enough, make a 
pauſe at the end of each Para- 
graph, before you paſs on to as 
»other : Think it not enough 
A 4 barely 


The AUTHOR 
barely to underſtand the Truth 


or Rule which you read, but 


endeavour to penetrate the bot 
tom of it, to reliſh it, and bring 
zt cloſe by a home Application! 
Do this in everyParagraph ; if 


you are too buſie for this, the 


plain reading of them may ſuf- 
fice. Chriſtian Thoughts 


like a Seal on Wax, if they 
fink but the leaſt into our Mind's, 


never fail toleave behind them 
on the Soul ſom? Impreſſion. 
If you cannot find time for the 
reading theſe Thoughts, in the 
Morning, or ſome other part 
of the; Day, read 'em at leaſt- 
wiſe at Night before you go to 


Bed. 


The Application which fol- 


lows 


p "a . y— 


| 
v 


tothe READER. 
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lows immediately after the 
Thoughts, is importart and 
flain ; you muſt by no means 
omit this :It takes not up much 
time ; thus to exert an Ad of 
Pertue, and make a ſhort Re- 
fleftion. . | 

The Sentences which are in 
the Cloſe of all, are, as if it 
Were an Abridgment an Ex- 
rtraF of the Thoughts of the 
Day : Al! their Senſe and 
Force is here ſumm'd up, as it 
were in two words ; they are 
ſhort, and eafte to be remem- 
bred ; they are paſſionate, and 
very apt to awaken, to ſupport 
and nouriſh the Soul, during 
the Day, Theſe are Grains of 
Eſſeace, that in alittle uan- 
tity, 


The AUTHOR, &c. 


tity,contain great Vertue, and 
conſequently effett much in a 
ort time. 

When you have read over 
the Thoughts of all the Days of 
the Month, you muſt read*em 
over anew, that you may fully 
underſtand 'em& reap the true 
fruit of 'em. There are new 
Diſcoveries to be made daily 
#4 the Truths of the Goſpel. 
Theſe are Mines we can never 
diz to the bottom of. They are 


likewiſe Seeds which do not 


bring forth Pruit in any heart 
where they have not taken deep 
Root, 
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Chriſtian Thoughts, 
FOR 


Every DAY 


OF THE 


MON TE: 


Ce Inn, 


The Firſt DAY. 


Of Faith, 


I. LL that the Go(- 
pel teacheth us 
| is founded on 
the Authority of the word 
of God. The Church has 
B learnt 


2 Chriſtian Thoughts, 


he eee te 


learnt from the mouth of 
Jelus, Chriſt, that which it 
propolcth to believers as the 


Obje&t of .their Faith ; one 
cannot Err, when truth it 


{elf is our guide. There is 


nothing more reaſonable , 
than to ſubject our reaſon to 
Faith. 


z. Of whar uſe is Faith-to 


a Chriſtian,if it ſerve not for 


a rule of his manners ? Ir is 
a great folly to queſtion rhe 
Truth of thatDoctrine which 


God has Revealed, and ſuch f 
numbers of Martyrs have 
fgned with their Blood , | 


which has been Confirmed 


by ſo.many Miracles, which 


the Devils themſelyes in {o 


- 
4 
» 
- 


many 


0 f Faith. p 


many encounters have con- 
felled ; Bur it is a far greater 
folly ro believe this Dodtrine 
true, and yet to live fo, asif 
there were no queſtion bur 
'twere fallc. Nor tolivecon- 
formable to one's belief,is to 
believe as Devils do. 

3- Faith then ſhall hereaE 
ter be the Principle of my 
ations and the Rule of my 
life. What ever it condemns, 
that I abſolutely condemn 
in deſpight of all the Relu- 
Ctancies of Nature. I will on 
all occaſions Confront the 
Maxims of the World with 
thoſe of the Goſpel. What 
ſays the World : : That we 
ought to follow our inclina- 
B 2 ti- 


” of 
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tions, that we ought not to 


ſuffer any thing, &©c. 

Whar ſays Jeſus Chriſt - 
The quite contrary. Who 
is in the Right? Jeſus Chriſt 
or the World 2 

Ipplication, 

Render thanks to God that you are 
in his true Church, and recice 
your Creed Deliberately, asif 
you were to make a Solemn 


Profeffion of your Faith, 
Sentences. 

Adauge nobis Fidem. Luc. 
Tt: 17. 

Lord inctcaſe our Faith. 

Quid prodeſt ft quis Catho- 
lice credat, & Gentiliter vis 
vat 2 Petr. Dam. 
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Of the End of Man. 5 


————_— — 


What avails it to believe 
like a Chriſtian, and live 
likc a Pagan. S 


The Second DAY. 
Of the End of Man. 
l, OD is our laſt End, , 


he could not Cre- 
atc-us but for himſelf. Our 
Lord has told us,that we arc 
not made but for-God ; An 
we cannot give him the lie, 
but by betraying our ſelves, 
2. Every one ought to 
haye that which belongs to 
him. Let us therefore be 
God's, ſince we belong to 
God, If weare not willing- 
B.3. ly 
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ly his, as his Children, we 
thall in dc(pzght of. us be his 


4s his ſlaves. We muſt un- 


avoidably live under the Em- 
pire of his goocnels, or un- 
uer the _— of his Juſtice, 
Whiclr will ye cliooſe ? 

.. Every thing ought to 
tend towards its end, and ro 
act accorcing to its nature, 
If the Sun which was made 
ro give light, ſhoutd refule 
its light to mcn, it would be 
as 1t it were not at ail, or ru- 
ther it would look monſtrous 
in the Worid. So1s there no- 
thing more uicicis, or more 
13onftrous, than a Soul, 
which being mac for God, 
clOcs nor give up ir [cif at all 

tO 
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Of the Fad of Man. | 7 


_———— 


to God, Burt do I henavc 
my ſelf as becomes a Crea- 
rure which was made only 
for God? Are all my 
thoughts and all my Acti- 
ons devoted to him 2 Ah 

how little do I co which I 

can truly ſay is done for 

God. What do we do up- 

on Earth, if wenegleCt thier 

only affair, for the fake of 

which we live here 2 

Application, 

Take upa Retolutivn to feek God 
only, and to with hold no- 
tnicg from him ihit bclongs 
to him, 

Sentences. 
Dominus meus & Deus me- 


us Joan. C. 20. 
B 4 Ah 
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Ah thou art my Lord and 
my God! 

Totum te exigit,' qui totum 
ze fecit. $. Auguſt. 

He expcQts you ſhould be 


wholly.his, who made you. 


wholly all that you are. 


The Third DAY. 
Of Contempt of the Werld, 


l. Hen when man gives 


himſeif up to the 


World, he ceaſeth to be in 


any meaſure a Chriſtian, 


This prophane World, fo. 


paiſionately ſond of greatneſs 


- of pleaſure, of every thing 


that flatters our ſel{-love, 1s 


the Capital Enemy of Jeſus 


Chriſt 
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of Contempt of the W orld. g 9 


Chriſt, their Maxims, their 
Commands, their Intcreſts, 
are  dire&ly contrary -; we 
cannot therefore poſlibly 
ſerve both together, wemult 
break oft, with the one, or 
other. 
2. We cannot fide with 
the World, but we mult vio- 
late the vows ofour Baptiſm. 
In renouncing the Devil and 
the Pomps of this World, 
we have engaged our ſelves. 
by aſolemn Ozth'to trample 
_ foor all chat which the 
People of the Worid eſteem ; 
What Perfidiouſnefts ! What 
Sacrilege is it | After all this 
to become an {dolater of va- 
nity,and to prefer the things 
of 
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ot this worid before thoſe of 
Heaven y 
3. The Worli has nothing 
in it worthy the love of an 
immortal Hou). Ir has no- 
thing wherewithal to reward 
thoſe who ferveit. Its Trea- 
{urcs, irs -Recreations, its 
Honours,may incecd ingage 
and incumber the mind of 
man, bur they can never la- 
risfie or fill it : To ſpeak 
ruth, theic ' are but deceit- 
ful poſſefiions; illuſions and 
dreams ; Or rather they arc 
real evils, they contribute 
to make man wicked, and 
cannot prevent his being mi- 
icrable. The moſt dazling for- 
rune is notonly empty, un- 
CCr- 
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Contempt of the World. 1t 


—_— 


certain, and ſhort ; but allo 
burdenſome, full of troublcs, 
and diſlatisfattion ; men ſigh 
and ſuffer on aThrone,as well 
aS in Chains and Fetrers. 


Ipplicatton, 

Beg of our Savivur,that he will de-- 
ſto'y in you the ſpiri: of the 
World, and give yo'r Power to 
deſpite the Pomps and Vaniries 

* of the Ape, and all worlely 
greatnels. 


Sentences, 
uod hominibus altum eft , 


ab;minatioeſt anteDeum.Luc. 
16.. | | 
For that which is highly 
eſteemed amonglt men, is a- 
bomination in the ſight of 
God. Ve 


I”e his qui Mes crenſe - 
untibus, quoniam ſimul tranſes 
unt. S$, Aug. 

Wo be to thoſe who dote 
upon periſhing things, for 
they ſhall periſh with'em. 


The Fourth DAY. 


Of Death. 
I, Chriſtian hach great 


rcalon to fear dcath, 
it he doth not live as becomes 
a Chriſtian. Whara ſtrange 
account has he to make after 
a worldly and ſenſual life ! 
What regret and vexation 
muſt it create him,thar ke has 
loſt all opportunities of his 
Salvation | To die an ene- 


my 


Of Death. [3 
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my to God, O Dreadful 
Death ! O Mclancholy Mo- 
ment, that ends the pleaſure 
of Time, and begins the 
pains of Etcrnity | 
. 2. What is it which we 
would wiſh we had done, 
when we are at the point of 
Death ? Let us do now that 
which we then ſhall wiſh we 
had done. Wehave notime 
toloſe : Every moment may 
be the laft of ourlife. The 
longer we have lived, the 
nearer are We to orir grave : 
The more we have deferr'd 
and put oft death, the near- 
cr it approaches. 
. What opinion ſhall I 
then have of worldly things, 
when 


1.4  Ciriftian T, Th boaghts, 
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when [ am juſt going to quit 2 
em? Let us in the mid{t of #£ 
life take counſel of Death ; 1 
It is a faithful counſelior and %Z 
will not deceive us. How + 
will this Gold, this Pleafure, 
thisBeauty look 2 What ſhall 5 
we-think ofthem at the hour © 
of Death? Inlife, ſhews and © 
appearances of things deceive | 
us , in Death we {ce 'emjuſt þ 
as they arc. Theliving man | 
prizes thc World, the dying | 
man contemns it; Whom 
ſhall we believe, rac living, | 
or thedying man? Ah? What |} 
2 Trifle wii! the World a 

pear to us by the light of 
the Torch that will conduct 
us to the Bed of Death ! Bur 
alas 


— — —-- 


Of De. th. 15 
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alas there will be no , longer 
me to deceive our {ciVCs. 


dpplication., 

Think upon that thing which you 
wou'd m ft Fear, if you were tO 
di- ri:4> inſt int, ard with ſpeed 
take care to ſc cure your f Iv'*@ 
gainſt that, Accuſtom your lelt 
to dy every action of the Day, 
as if you were to Gic juſt atrer 
you have done it : Above all 

obſerve this rule in the ufe of the 
S:cram*nt, 


Sentences. 


Uno tantumgradu exo morſe 
que dividimur. 1 Reg. 

I am it may be bur a ſtep 
from. Dcath. 

Chriftiano Craftiaum nox 


eff. 1crrul, 


The - 
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The Chriſtian lives to day 
as if he. ſhould nee {ce to 
morrow. 


The Fifth DAY. 
Of the laſt Tudgment. 


I. | Muſt one day appear 
eforethe Tribunal of 
Jeſus Chriſt, that I may 
there bejudged according to 
the good or evil, I have 
done. There is nothing more 
ſolemn, or more particular- 
ly revealed in the whole 
Goſpel than this truth :.I do 
as firmly believe it as if the 
-laſk Trumpet had already 
blown,to awaken the Dcad. 
/ 2, What ſhall we be able 


[ 
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to 


= Of the laſt Judgement: = 


— | 


to ſay,ar the ſight of fo many 
evil Thoughts, of ſo many 
wicked Actions, of ſo many 
Graces lighted and delpi- 
ſed 2 O terrible day ! The 
day of the wrath of God! 
Wherein every thing .{hall 
be diſcoverd and laid open, 
even to the moſt retird 
thought and motion of the 
heart ; whercia every thing 
ſhall be accounted for, even 
to the leaſt Scruple, even. to, 
every moment of time, to e-. 
very ſigh and defire,and this. 
without - any abatement for 
any thing ! The ju# ſhall 
ſcarcely be found juſt ; what 
will become of rhe ſinner 


and ungodly ? 
3. What 
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3. Whar Sentence mult 
the impenitent ſinner then 
expcct , from an inexo:able 
God 2 O dreadful Sentence 
Go ye Curſed, &c. Ah whis 
ther ſhall they go Lord, thoſe 
wretched Crearures, whom 
thou doſt pronounce accur- 
ſed 2 What partof the World 
mult they retire to , who 
muſt b2 gone far out of thy 
preience? Where can be the 
p:2cc of ſo:ditmal an abode? 
To be banithed from rhe pre- 
iznce of God ; to be accur- 
ied of God; O careadful 
portion ! 


Ippltcatton, 
Fancy your (elf beto1e the Tiibu- 
nai uf Jcſus Chit, What is 
/ it 


ie thar you weld the than be 
m | aſh:m:d oft 2 Think now 
vii that, and rem mber that 
the molt feeret fins will then be 
made _ ard manielt in 

the Cav of Judgmrnr, It they. 
be nat Cas by re penance. 


Sentences. > 


Ante faciem indiznationis 
ejus quis FFabit 2 Nah. 1 

Lord who can Pa be- 
fore thee when thou art an- 
gy © 

Le CtH: Lud abilt wIHE 
hominum, fi remot.* myſericor- 
ain difcutias eam | S. AUT. 

Wo were it to the moſt 
unblameable life, if thou 
Gol, laying alide all mercy 
lould- 
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of the laſt Judzmenr. 19 
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ſhouldeſt ſift and judge it 
rigorouſly ! 


The Sixth DAY. 
; Of Hell. 
I. HAT a horrour 


/{ ſhould we have 
of Hell, if we could hear the 


Tamentable {crieching of the 


Damned ! They ſigh, they 


- groan, they houl like ſavage 


beaſts inthe midſt of flames ; 
They accuſe themſelves of 


their ſins, they bewail them, 


they deteſt them ; but 'tis too 
too late. Their T cars ſcrve 
bur to make thoſe fires more 
fierce in which they ever 

burn 


Of Hell. 1 


burn, bur never. conſume. Ah 
how ſevere, and yet how vain 
and fruitle(s is the Repen- 
trance of the Damn'd ! 

2. Never toſee God: To. 
burn in fire of which ours is 
buta faint ſhadow : To en- 
dure all ſorts of evils at the 
ſame time, without any com- 
fort, without abatement or 
intermiſſion : To have De- 
vils and Furies always in our 
ſighr, and Rage and Deſpair 
always in our heart : Ah 
wretched life ! | 

3- It fills theſe wretched 
ſouls with rage, to think that 
they have had ſo many op- 
portunities of ſalvation, and 
that they haye neglected 

em 
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'em. The remembrance 0 
their paſt pleaſures is one ol 
their molt ſenſ{ibleTorments 
But nothing torments 'em 
more, then that they cannot 
loſe the memory of thatGod, 
whom they have loſt for c 
ver through their own de- 
fault. 


Application, 


Go down in thy imagination into 
Hell; and there demand - of 
the damn'd what brought them 
to that diſmal place: From 
their mouths inform thy ſelf 
in the the Nature of their State, 
and learn of them to fear God, 
and to know thy own dan-{ 


ger. 


Sen- 


Of the Eternity of Hell pains. 2.3 


Sentences. 


(urs poterit hahitare de v9- 
bis cum igne devorante 2 Iſaiz. 


” Which of you (ſoft ſenſu- 
al Souls) can dwell in a de- 
vyouring fre ? 

De pena in penam tranſe- 
unt, de ardore cupiditatis in 
flammas Gehennarum. $. Aug. 

The wicked are removed 
from pain to pain, from the 


feavers of Luſt to the flames 
of Hell. 


The Seyenth DAY. 


Of the Eternity of Hell pains. 


l. Hat can the wrath 
- of God do more, 
than 
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than puniſh pleaſures which 


dure 1ſo ſhort a nioment , 


with pains that know no 
end2 To be miſerable as 
long as God ſhall continue 
God, what unconceiveable 
milery is this? Is it not e- 
nough, that the milſcries of 
the Damn'd are the moſt ex- 
quiſite and unſpeakable, but 
muſt they be eternal roo? The 


_ prickof a pinisa ſlight pain} 
. bur if it were to be Eternal, 


it would be unſupportable : 


"What chenvill Flames &c. 


2+ O Ervernity! When a 


 Damn'd creature ſhedding 
' but onedrop each age, ſhall 
[ have- wept 
. make up 


enough to 
the Rivers and 
Brooks 


_—_— 
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Brooks and Seas that are in 
the World ; he ſhall have ad- 
vanced no nearer towards an 
end of his ſufferings after fo 
many Millions of Yearsthan 
it he had begun juſt now to 
ſuffer. He muſt begin his 
({ufterings all a new, as if be- 
fore he had ſuffered nothing ; 
and when he ſhall have be- 
gun again as often, as rhere 
areSands upon theSea ſhore, 
Aromes 1n the Air, &Lecaves 
in Woods and Forreſts, all 
this at laſt muſt be counted 
for nothing. 

3- TheDamn'd are not on- 
ly to ſuffer during all Eterni- 
ry,but what's more dreadful - 
ſtill, they ſuffer the cvils of 

C an 
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an entire Eternity in every 
moment. Eternity 1s always 
preſent to them ; Eternity 
mixerh it ſelf with all their 
ſufferings ; they have it al- 
ways in their thoughts, that 
theſe their pains will never 
have an End. O cruel 
thoughts! O miſecrableState 
to burnall Erernity, to weep 
all Eternity, to rage with 
pain all Eternity ! Ah that 
we couid entertain f{uch 
thoughts of thele things as 
the damn'd do ! 


Application. 


Exert an at of Faith, concerning 
the Duration of thoſe pains 
with which God puniſheth a 
wiltul fin. We muſt atleaſt be- 

lieve 


————— 


Of Paradiſe. 2.7 


lieve this, tho we cannot com* 
prehend it. *Tis a ſtrange mis- 
fortune for a Chriſtian, not to 
be convinced of a wretched E- 
ternity, but by his own ſad, ſad 
Experience. F: 


Sentences. 


«Qui non obediunt Evengelio, penas 
dabunt in Inferno ſempiternas,2.Theſ. 1. 

All they who obey not the Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt ſhall ſuffer Eternal pain, 

Momentaneum quod deleftat eter- 
num quod cruciat, $. Chril, 

The picature of fan is for a mo- 
ment, the puniſhment tor ever. 


The Eight DAY. 
Of Paradiſe. 


I. TyARADISE! O glo- 
rious word ; a word 
C 2 that 


2:3 Chriſttan Thoughts, 


_>_—_ — 
_2 


— 


— 
— 


that Comprehends in it an 
utter abſence of every thing 
that's evil, the enjoyment of 
all that's good colleted and 
united together : The perfc- 


* Con of the glory ayd mag- 


nificence of God ; The pur- 
chaſe of the Blood of Chriſt; 
The Conſummation of all 
the deſires of the Heart of 
Man, and ſomething beyond 
all rhis. 

2. To ſee God diſtintly 


and clearly, and ſuch as he 


iS in his glory, to love God 
without meaſure ;.to poſleſs 
God without the leaſt fear 
of ever loſing him ; To be 
Happy with theHappineſs of 
God himſelf; Theſe are the 

glo- 


Dn —_— 
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glorious objects of my hopes. 
Ah ! I have. but three or four 
days to pals in this exile, in 
this Pilgrimage, and then I 
ſhall be with hin: whom my 

Soul loveth. ON 
3- What matters itwhere 
we dwell here below, provi- 
ded we dwell with Jeſs, 
wich Angels, and glorified 
Spirits toall Eternity ?, Have 
] any reaſon to complain that 
eternal Happineſs coſt me a 
little trouble 2 The Martyrs 
purchaſed Heaven at the 
price of their Blood, and 
ct looked ont, as given 
em for naught. Oh bleſſed 
Erernity | Did men but know - 

thy value. 

C 3 Ap- 


ny 
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Ipplicatton. 

Stir up in thy ſelf an earneſt defire 
of beholding God, and whilſt 
thou conſidereſt Heaven, look 
down with Scorn on Earth. 
Were thy Soul fill'd with the 
thoughts of Paradiſe, thou 
wouldeſt neither admire nor fear 
any thivg in this World. 


Sentences. 
Satiabor cum apparuerit 


gloria tua. Plal. 17. 


My Soul can never be fa- 
tisfied till I behold God in 
his Glory. 

$7 labor terret, merces in- 
viter. $7, Bern. 

Let not the pains diſcou- 
rage us where fo glorious a 
reward inviteth us. 


The 


Of the Preſence of God. 31 


The Ninth DAY. 
Of the Preſence of God. 


OD beholdeth me as 
if there were none 
but mein the World, or ra- 
ther he is within me like an 
eye infinitely clear, whoſe 
ſight nothing can eſcape: He 
beholdeth me with the ſame 
look with which he compre- 
hendeth himſelf ; and with 
luch an atrent application of 
mind, as if inthe mean time 
he forbore to contemplate 
himſelf that he might the 
better ſtudy me and ſearch. 
me fo the Bottom. 
C 4 2, It 


—— ——_. 
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2. It is a thouſand rimes 
more {ſhameful forme that my 
ſias are open to the ſight of 
God,than if they were expo(- 
ed to the view of the whole 
World. And yet we often 
would notdo that before the 
meaneſt f{ervant, which we 
dare do in the preſence ofthe 


 Kingof Kings : What blind- 


neſs is it to fear the ſight of 


man ſo much, and fear the 


ſight of God fo little. 
3+ All the ſhades of night 
arenot thick enough to con- 
ceal us from him who is light 
it ſelf, The moſt deſart and 
loan{omerctirements arefill'd 
with the Majelty of God. 
Ve may caſily indeed _ 
Ling 


ow w_m " 


Of the Preſence of God. 33 


the company or ſight of men, 
but we cannot but meet God 
every where. 


Application, 


Place your (elf in the prefer ce of 
(31d, and confider whether there 
be any thivg in you which offend. 
eth his Eyes. Endeavour. to 
accutom your felt ro the Pr: 
ctiſe of this D.:Ctrine of the pre- 
ſence of God ; This is an «fic- 
ctual remedy againft fin, Grd 
ſees me ; there needs no m ore tc 
reſtrain us in the heat of h: 
malt violent paſſion. 


Sentences. 
Omnia nuda & aperta ſunt 
oculis ejus, Heb. 4- 
All things are naked and 
bare-to the eyes of that God, 
C5 with 


Ned eu 1 th ret ined 4nd ond edt 
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with whom we have rods. 


$7 peccare vis, quere uli | 
you te videat Deus , & fas | 


Jaod os. S. Aug. 

if thou wilt (in, go where 
God cannot ſee rthice, and 
then do whatthou wilr. 


The Tenth DAY. 
Of the care of our Salvation; 


l, HE buſineſs of Sal- 

vation is properly 
the buſineſs of Man: All o- 
ther things may be reckon'd 
for nothing. The enterpri- 
ſes of Princes, the Intrigues 
of Courts, Wars, Negotia- 
tion, &c, Thele are meer a- 
muUZzTMecnts 


© WIteoom > +5 ewk- 


A— JN” - 
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CI 


muzements and Childiſh tri- 
fles. The important and 
only bufineſs of Man, is to: 
ſerve God and fave himſelf. 
In this conſiſts all the good, 
all the perfeion, all the 
Happineſs of Man. Heisno 
longer to be accounted ratio- 
nal, no longer to be accoun- 
ted Man ; who negleds an 
affair whoſe conſequences 
are {0 important, whoſe (uc- 
ceſs isſouncertain, whole loſs 
is ſo irreparable. What blind- 
neſs, what folly is it, to take 
{uch care how to live,and to 
take none how to live well 2 
To be fo intent upon our for- 
tune, and {o unconcern'd for 
our Salvation | What can ir 
pro- 
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W2 | 


profit a Man ts gain th< 
whole World. and lole him” 
{elf-- 

2. The Creatures are not 
mace bur for our Salvation, 
and therefore become ulc+ 
lels, when we do not make 
ute of 'em to this end. So 
that, when man forbears to 
labour after h:s Salvarion,the 
Sun ſhall ceaſe to ſhine, the 
Heavens ſhould ceaſe to 
move, the Earth ſhould no 
longer bring forth fruit for 
Man: The Angels ſhould a- 
bandon him ; or rather he 

himſelf ſhould fall back into 
nothing ; He1s unworthy of 
lie -when he lives not t 
Ged. 


4 
-% [1 = 
4. N - 
»# 
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3. Nevertheleſs the grea- 
ter part of mankind think of _ 
nothing lefs, then Row to 
lave themliclves : They take 
care of every thing, but their 
Salvation, We are willing 
ro improve every thing ; our 
Money muſt be put out to 
Intereſt ; our Fields muſt be 
tilled and manured; the Re- 
venues of our eſtate muſt be 
advanced. We bewail every 
loſs, but that which is with- 
out retrieye. Weare at great 
expences for the Body, but 
we do nothing for the Soul. 
One would think by our 
manner of life,that ou: Soul. 
did not at all belong to us. 


That it were the Soul of one 
of 
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of our moſt mortal enemies, 
that ir were the Soul of a 
beaſt : or rather one would 
think we had no Soul at all, 
orthat we had it only to de- 
{troy it, 


Application. 

Refolve io fave your ſelf what &'re 
it coſt you, and take up the Sen- 
timent of Pope Benedi& XlI.who 
when a Prince requeſted of him 
ſomething that was unjuſt : If 
(faid he)i had two Souls, I would 
hazard one for this Prince, but 
having but one, 1 cannot be con- 
tent to loſs it. 


Sentences. 


Porro unum eſt neceſſarium. 
Luc » IO. 
A 


— 
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After all there is but one 
thing neceſlary. 

Ubi falutts Damnum eff, 
lic ntiq; jan lacrum nullum 
efT. $. Euch. 

What advantage can we 
dream of, where Salvation it 
{elfis loſt 2 He loſethall,who 
loſeth his Soul. 


The Eleventh DAY. 
Of the Horror of Sin. 


HAT a loſs is 
the loſs of a 
God ! Men think themſelves * 
miſerable , when they loſe 
their Goods by a Decree, of 
LaVv,. 


If 


. wy. 
-<AS— Ai we a> 2 > Cate SAD hte. 
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Law,or any other Accident. 
Whar is it then to loſean in- 
finfze good 2 Wretched the 
Sout which loſeth itsGod by 
a ſin; Bur more wretched 
that Soul witich counteth the 
loſs of a God for nothing. 
2. O Sia! How common 
art thou among Men and yer 


. O how unknown | How lit- 


tle underſtood by'em! In our 
playing and diverting our 
{elves, to render our lclves 
the obje&t of the Curle of 
God, what fatal ſport, what 
diſmal diverſion is this?God 
who is nothing bur love,does 
infinitely hate the Sinner. 
To hate a little, is to wiſh 


us a little cyil ; to hate. to 
death, 


Oþ the Horror of Sin. 41 4 | 


death, is to wiſh us death : 
Bur to hate infinitely, this is 
that which cannot be concei- 
ved. Whardo we fearif we 
fear not this dreadful hatred \ 
of God ? | | 
> 3. The ſpcRacle of Cal. | 
wary is a terrible ſpectacle, 
and yet the {1phr of a Soul be- 
reaved of, prace is a more 
dreadful ſpectacle, than thar 
of a God dying in Groans. 
ofus dicd nor, but to deſtroy '' 
ſin. Sin ariſed more horrour 

in him, than death it (elt. 


-% s © 
__—_  —  — — ———  ——— RR 
- 


Application, 


Imprint in thy mind an unfeigned 
ſorrow for {11, Of all thy loſſes 
weep for 'none, but tor that of 

grace, 


. —— — - , 
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grace, for none but this can be 


repaired by tears. 


Sentences. 
Quem frutium habuiſtis in 


lis, in quibus nunc erubeſct- 
tis 2 Rom. 6, 

What fruit had you then 
in thoſe things whereof you 
are now aſhamed ; for the 
end of thoſe things is death 2 


Ve anine audaci que ſpe- 
ravit, fi a te recefſſſet, ſe 
aliquid melius kabituram : S, 
AUT. 

Wo be to that ſenſlcfs ſoul, 
which while it abandoneth 
thee, O God, dreameth to 
find ſomething better. 
| The 


Of Repentance. 4 


The Twelfth DAY. 
Of Repentance. 


I. EPENT and be- 

lieve the Goſpel, 
{faith our Saviour: He joyn- 
cth theſe two things toge- 
ther, to teach us tl.at the 
Auſterities of Repentance are 
not to be {cparated from the 
Profeſſion of Chriſtianity. 
He was during his mor.al 
life an cxampie of repentance 
being wholly taken up in ex- 
piating our SinsFnd-appea- 
ſing the Juſtice of God : We 
ought after his example to 
practile a conſtant Repen- 
| tance 


—_— — 


aber eip—us eo w_— oe Awe erg tr om_t oe 
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tance if the Moſt-holy Jeius 
faited, and wept, &'-. Whar 
ought vicious and wicked 
Men to do 2 

Sin muſt unavoidably be 
puniſhed, cither by him who 
has Committed it, or by him 
againſt whom it is Cornmit- 
ted. If finners do not cor- 
rect ticmiclycs here in time, 


Divine Juſtice will corre” 


them through all Eccrnity. 
Theſe crimes Which arc not 
blotted out by the Waters of 
Pepentance, muſt be puniſh- 
ed by the Flames of Hell : 
m_ not eaiter to weep a few 

ays. than bura Frernally 2 

T'o rceconciic vs to Go.), 


ts 


P - 
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'tis not enough ro proſtrate 
our {clves at the fect of a 
Confeſlor to cover our head 
with Aſhes, and our wholc 
Body with Sack-cloath. If 
we have not a ſincere forrow 
for our Sins.: If we do not 
from our hearts renounce 
our criminal dotage, our_un- 
juſt gain, &c. We are Im- 
poſtors, not Penicents, Pray- 
ers, Alms, Faſting, and all 
Mortifications of the Body 
whatever are Extrinſick to 
Chriſtian Repentance ; ha- 
rred of Sin is the very E{- 
{ence and Spirit of it. 


Ap- 
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Application. 
Beg pardon of God that you have 


ied a life hitherco ſo repugnant 

to his Goſpel : Andat the ſsme 

time implore his Grace, that 
ou may be able to live like the 

Primitive Chriſttans,in the Con- 

{tant Practiſe of an auſtere Re- 

pentance. 

Sentences.. 

Nifi penitentiam egeritis, 
omnes familiter peribitts, Luc. 
TH 
Unle ye Repent ye ſhall 
all likewiſe periſh. 

Penitentibus dico, quid 
prodesF quia humiliamini ft 
non mutamint 2 $, Aug. 

Peuitents muſt learn this 


Leſſon, it ayaileth lirtle 4 


Cm—_ — _ — 


Againſt delaying our Concr/ion. 4.7 


be humbled, if you be not 
changed. 


The Thirteenth DAY. 


| Againft delaying our Conver- 


fron. 


1. | Do delay too long, to 

give my elf up to 
God ; it looketh as if I en- 
deavoured to eſcape his 
hands. 

Is it then an cvil to be 
his 2 Is it any ſhame to pur 
and end to a ſhameful courſe 
of life > Can one love too 
{oon a beauty infinitely love- 
ly2 To morrow, to mor- 
row ? Why not to day 2 Why 
nor 
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not from this very moment - 
Will my Chains be more ea- 
ſie to be broke to morrow 2 
Will my heart be more ſoft ? 
No, Certainly ; time which 
weakeneth all things elle, 
hardneth and ſtrengtheneth 
Sinful habits ; by delaying 
our remedies, we render our 
Dileaſes-incurable. 

2. What is it that hinder- 
eth us from following that 
voice which calleth us to re- 
pentance ? What is it that 
frighteth us 2 There's trou- 
ble and difficulty (you'l ſay) 
in Changing the Courſe of 
one's Life : I grant it. Bur 
what ought not a Chriſtian 
to undergo, who adorcth a 

Gru- 


— — 0 en 
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Crucified God, and cxpect- 
eth a Paradiſe ! If there be 
any thing that we ought to 
fear, 'tis that abuſe of God's 
grace Which we are guilty 

of. 
3. Todelay! Is time to 
come in my diſpoſal! Is it a 
Fund that I am Maſter of? 
God waiteth for me; "ris true 
the Scripture faith fo: But 
the Scripture doth not tell 
me how long I have yet to 
live. He who hath promi- 
{ed pardon to the penitent, 
hath never promiſed a mor- 
row to the Sinner. Ir may 
be I may have time, bur ir 
may be | may not. Muſt not 
a man haye loſt all Senſe, 
D That 


—J—_ 
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That will hazard all the 
hopes of his Salvation upon 
and 7t may be. 


- Appltcation. 


Reflect upon the time, that you 
have deferred togive yourſelf up 
ro God: And tremble to think of 
the danger in which you are. 


Sentences. 
Dixi nunc Capi. Pſal.11g. 
I made haſt and delay'd 
\ not to keep thy Command- 
ments. 

Nulla ſatis magna Securitas, 
ubi periclitatur FEternitas. 
S. Greg, 

A man can never be too 


wary ' When - Eternity is at 
Stake. | 
The 


Ya — —— — 
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The Fourteenth DAY: 


Of the Opinion of Men concern- 
HT, Us. 


[ HE World 'talketh : 
Let it talk ; ſhall 
| thertalk of fools hinder you 
from being wiſe 2 But what 
will they ſay? They'l ſay you 
fearGod more thanthe world; 
The vileſt Libertine will 
eſteem you in their heart,and 
will tell themſclves,that you 
are in the Right. Afﬀrer all, 
what importeth it, what 
they ſay of you, ſo you do 
your duty, and* God Ap- 
proyec 1t ? 


2N 


D 2 ....2. Whar 
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2. What wretchedneſs is it 
to be aſhamed of the Goſpel! 
Men look upon't an honour 
to wearthe livery of a Prince, 
and yet are aſhamed to wear 
that of Jeſus Chriſt. The 
meaneſt Artizans make an 
open Profeſſion of their trade 
inthe World ; and yet Chri- 
ſtians dare not own them- 
ſelves Chriſtians in the 
Church. ' The Son of God 
will be aſhamed before his 
FatherofrhatChriſtian which 
hath been aſhamed ofhim be- 
fore Men. 

3- Ah! The adorable Je- 
ſus, is there any thingin him 
to be aſhamed of Is his 
Name infamous 2 Is it a re- 


proach 


* 


Of the Opinion of Men,&c.5 3 


proach to follow his Maxims, 
his Examples 2 Thou artnor 
aſham'd to be a Wanton or 
Blaſphemer ; nay more,thou 
glorieſt in it ; And art thou 
alham'd to be a good Man 2? 
Notwithſtanding, let Men 
talk what they will, heis the 
worthieſt and moſt honour- 
able Man in the World, who 
{cryes God the moſt faith- 
fally, and who makes the 
moſt Eminent profeſſion of 
{crying him. 


Application. 


Ask thy ſelf, whether this Fantom 
the Opinion of the World, does 
not a litcle frighs thee ; and keep 
thee from difcharging thoſe obs. 
. D 3 ligations- 


Cn, 
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ligations which you owe to the 
profeſſion of Chriſtianity. 


Sentences. 


Nox Erubeſco Evangelium: 
Rona. IT. 

I am not aſham'd of rhe 
Goſpel of Chriſt. 

Quid times fronti tug,quam 
Signo Crucis arma#ti 2? 

Let not him who marches . 
underthe Enhign of theCroſs, 
- fear the reproaches of the 
World, 


The Fifteenth DAY. 
Of diftruft of our ſelves. 
I. Here is nothing a 


man hath ſo much 


reaſon to fear as himſelf, His 
own 


SU  m—_— 
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own weakneſs ſhould make 
him tremble more than al! 
the Power of Hell. There 
needs but one word, one ſigh, 
one look, one {mile to cone 
quer him. Adam fell ; Solomon 
forſook God ; St. Peter de- 


nied Jeſus Chriſt. What can . _ 


be expeted from ſlender 
ewiggs, when the leaſt blaſt 
doth ore-turn Cedars 2 

2. Man 1s generally con- 
quer'd withour bting aſlaul-- 
ted ; our Paſſions, our Senſes 
conſpire againſt us every 
moment : Our own heart is 
our molt dangerous Enemy. 
Thoſe whom Pecrſecutions 
have not been able to o're- 
throw, have fallen of them- 


ſclyes. 
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{c]ves in the Deſert : After 
they vanquiſhed Tyrants & 
Devils,they have themſelves 
been vanquiſhed by their 
own luſts. Beware you be 
nor too indulgent, too ealy 
to your ſelf. 

3. The greateſt of Saints 
have trembl'd at the thoughts 
of the State of thejr Soul be- 
fore God. Anchorets andPe- 
nitents haye becn heard to 
{iph at the hour of Death, 
under the Apprehenfion of 
the dreadful Sentence of Di- 
vine Juſtice, neither know- 
ing what they at preſent 
were, nor what they ſhould 
be hereafter. 'Tis but a 
moment, and one preſuming 

him- 
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himſelf a Saint does prove 
a Reprobate. 


Application. 


Say with St. Philip de Nery, Lord, 
beware of me to day, for I ſhall be- 
tray thee, if thou leave me to my 
ſelf. Foreſee Temprations and 
rem mber thoſe are the moſt 
dangerous, where you fancy 
there is leaſt to fear. 


Sefitences, 


Qui fe exiftimat ſtare, vis 
deat ne cadat. 1 Cor. 10. 

Let him that ſtandeth 
take heed leſt he falls. 

Quamvis 1s in tuto noli eſſe 
ſecurus. $S. Ber. 

Though you be ſafe, be 
not ſecure. 
D 5 The 
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The Sixtcenth DAY. 
Of making uſe of Grace. 


[, Here is not the leaſt / 
Grace which Chriſt 
hath not purchaſed for us at 
the expence of his Blood,and 
which he has not begg'd of 
the Father, that moment 
When he gave up his Soul up- 
on the Croſs. Therefore to 
ſlight one good Thought ſent 
usfrom above, to ſuppreſs a 
motion of Gods Spirit exci- 
ting us to Vertue,is totram- 
ple under foot the Blood of 
Chriſt, and fruſtrate the de- 
ſign of his Death. 
| 2. Ve 


of making 1 uſe of Grace. £S - 


2. Weare accomptable to 


God,not only for thoſe Gra- 
ces we have received, but al- 
ſo for thoſe which he defign'd 
to beſtow upon us, if we 
had not prevented him. The 
Sun ſhines, and we ſhut our 
windows.; we arc nothing 
the leſs obliged to it for its 
light : "Tis our own fault, 
that we make no ule ont. 
'Tis,it may be, more than 
aboye theſe twenty years, 
that . God has inſpir'd you 
withDeſires, which you have 
never yct had theCourageto 
put in execution. To be {0 
long in the . School of the 
Holy Spirit, and learn no- 
thing ! To be 1o often foli- 


Ci» : 
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cited, reproved, threatned,& 
do nothing ! Ler's remember 
that God is a Creditor, but 
ſuch a one as cannot be elu- 
dcd by breaking in his Debr,. 
and that if he does not ſpce-. 
dily compe] us to pay our 
Debt, he will at laſt require 
it with Intereſt, which will be. 
great : Andin fine,that there 
1s a certain meaſure ofGraces, 
and of Sins,after which God 
withdraweth himſelf, 


Applcation, 

Give thanks 10 the Huiy Spirit for 
all thoſe Graces which he has 
giveri you ; Beg pardon of lim 
that you bave not been always 

. faithful ro his truſt 5 Hearken to 
his voice at preſent,and fear, leaſt 
it you obey not his Commands, 

you 
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you ve in the <1 


u-terly torſar 
ken by him.” - 


Sentences. \» 


Cui multum datum eſt, mul- 
tum queretur ab eo.LUC. I. 

To whomſoever much is 
given, of him ſhall! much be 
required. 

Gratiam ſequitur Tudicium 
S: Ball. 

The day of Judgnient fol- 
loweth the day of Grace. 


The Seventeenth DAY. 
Of making uſe of Fime. 


I. HE loſs of Time is 
one of the greateſt 
Diſorders in the World. This 
Life 
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Life ſo ſhort, every moment 

of it{o precious,and yet-that 

we ſhould live, as if it were 
never to have an end; or that 
we had nothing to do in it ? 

2. Alas! Had one of the 
Damn'd but one moment of 
all that time which I waſte 
away how would he uſe it ? 
In every moment of my life 
I might gain a bleſſed Ererni- 
' ty. Welet paſs no oportuni- 
ty of diverting,or of enrich- 
ing our ſelves ; and yet we | 
loſe every hour an oportuni- ' 
ry of ſaving our lelyes. 

- 3. TheDay beſt imployed 
1s notthat, wherein you have 
moſt advanced your worldly 
Intereſt;but that wherein _ 

ave 
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have laid up moſt Treaſure 
for the time to come ; and 
wherein you have moſt plea(- 
ed God. . Paſs your time ſo, 
that whatever hour any man 
ſhould ask you, what are 
ye doing 2 you may be able 
to anſwer, I am labour- 
ing for my God and for my 
Soul. 


Ipplication. 
Renew frequently thoſe Reſolutt- 


ons, you have taken-up of ſerv- 
ing God faiehfully ; and fix ic 
throughly in your mind, that 
whatever time you do not im- 
ploy in the ſervice of God, is 
time miſpent and loſt, 


Sen- 
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Sentences. 


Nemini dedit ſpatium pec- 
candi. Eccl. 15. 

God never gave menTime 
to- (in. 


| Vacattili ut Philoſophus fis, 
non vacat \ ut Chriſt janus fis. [ 
 $S. Paulin. \ 
l You are at leiſure for vain 
' Amulements, yet have no 
time to be a Chriſtian. 
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The Eighteenth DAY. 
Of the Lords Supper. 


I. HIS Sacrzment is 

| theChannel through 
which the Blood and Me- 
rits of Jeſus,Chriſt are con- 
vey d;it is the Spring of thoie 
Graces which are moſt nc- 
celſary to our Salvation. 
' When we abuſe it we be- 
reave our ſelves of all the 
Benefirs of the Death ef 
Chriſt, and render our Sal- 
vation impoſlible, 

2. To abuſe the Sacra- 
ment , is to prevent the 
efic of it by our cvil Dif- 


po- 
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poſition and Unfitneſs when 
we approach it. What rea- 
{on have we to fear, ſo ma- 
ny pretended Examinations 
of our ſelves, and Confeſli- 
ons of our Faults, and yet 
no Amendment 2 To eat fo 
— Heavenly Viand, 

© ſtill lead a ſenſual 

Life Y A Chriſtian formerly 
who , had. but once worthily 
participated of this Sacra- 
ment had ſtrength enough 
to ſuffer Martyrdom. What. 
do you fihd like this in you? 


3. That which ſhould 
make us tremble is this, 
That when cver we receive 
the Body and Blood of 

Chriſt 


—_— 
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Chriſt without an unfeign'd 
Sorrow for our Sins, we 
eat and drink Damnation . 
ro our ſelves, according to 
St. Paul, What muſt then 
become of us when we make 
Reparation for the Blood of 
Chriſt, ſo often prophaned . 
by us in ſo many unworthy 
and facrilegious Communt- 
ONS, : 
4. Bur tho the danger of - 
Communicating unworthily 
be great, the danger of not 
Communicating at all is not - 
little. The one is a facrile- 
gious Invaſion of this Holy 
Sacrament, the other is a 
{tupid Negle& or wretched 
Contempt of it ; that ever 

{ins 
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finful man ſhould deſpiſe 
the Blood and Merits which 
ſhould expiate his Sins! That 
ever frail man ſhould neg- 
lect that Grace, which ſhould 


ſupport and ſtrenghten him! 
how frivolous here are all 


Excuſes 2 He that pretend- 
cth Buſineſs, declares, that 
he hath Buſineſs upon his 
hands more neccſlary than 
that of Salvation, and where- 
evcr Buſineſs doth not, no- 
thing but ſome {in can,keep 
Men oft from the Commu- 
nion: They are unfit to 
Communicate, and {eem to 
relolve they will continue 
ſo. Ah! How is he fir to 
die, who is not fit ro Com- 

muni- 


Of the Lords Supper. 69 


municate 2 How can he be 
deliver'd from the wrath to 
come by the Blood and Me- 
rits of Chriſt, who owneth 
himſelf uncapable of being 
Partaker of them. 


Application, 


Conſider frequently your ownObli- 
gations and Necefſities, and 
the bleſſed Advantages of this 
Huy Communion, and come 
often to ir, that your Joy and 
Peace may be full and ſtedfaft ; 
That your Weakneſſes may be 
ſupported, and your Reſolutions 
confirmed, Conſider what are 
the Defe&ts of your Preparation, 
of yourExaminations, and Con- 
fefſions, and endeavour to ap- 
proach the Table with rhat Di 
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Di:poſition of Soul as if you 
were to dye-immedately atter 
-you had reczived. 


Sentences, 


Probet ſeipſum homo, 1 Cor. 


KT; 
Let a man exatnine him- 


elf, and ſo let him eat, &c. 


Sunt Chriftiani mali quz 
wocantar fideles, & non 'unt ; 
F114 quibus Sacramenta Chri; 


- patiuntur injuriam. $, Aug. 


There are evil Ghriſtians 


who are called Believers,but 


are not ; ſuch are all thoſe 
who ſlight or prophane the 
Sacraments of Chriſt. 


The 


# 
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The Ninctcenth DAY. | 
Of Alms. 


i. Þ. JOw are we obliged ; 
ro Jeſus Chriſt,that 


he hath given us an Oppor- | 
runiry of being charitable to | 
him,by ſubſtituting the Poor | 
in his ylace, He is in the 
Euchariſt ro enkindle our | 
affe&tion,- and to nouriſh the 3 
"Souls of the Faithful. He | 
' is in the Poor to attract our 
 Compallion, and t 5 
riſhed by the Faithful. Hap- F 
-py the man that giveth an | 
Alms toJcſus Chriſt, butun- | 
happy he, who doth _ 
im: | 
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him: You give your Dogs 
Food to eat, and you ſuffer 
Jeſus Chriſt to dye for Want; 
What Injuſtice and Barbarity 
1s this ? 

2. That which we give to 
the Rich and Great, tis gene- 
rally loſt; that which we 
give to God is never loſt : 
He returneth all with Inte- 
reſt, he repayeth all bounti- 
fully, even to a Glaſs of Wa- 


ter. Play, Riot, and De- |. 


bauchery have ruined thou- 


ſands of Families, but Alms - 


never impoveriſhed one. 
The moſt ſucceſsful Art of 
heaping up Wealth, is, to 
{pend it bountifully upon 
the Poor, | | 

3. Men 


—_—  aw_ d—_ — a. 4a. S—__— 
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- 3. Men at the laſt day 
ſhall be judged by their 
Alms ; what Account will 
they give of the Expence of 
ſo much wealth then, when 
the Poor fhall accuſe 'em ? 
Then when Jeſus Chriſt him- 
(elf ſhall upbraid them with 
their hard heartedneſs. Go ye 
curſed into everlaſting fire : 
T was an hungry, and you gave 
me no meat, I was naked, and 
you cloathed me not, &c., A 
Heart that is hardned to- 
wards the Poor,is the Hcart 
of a Reprobate: on the con- 
trary, a Soul truly charita- 
ble, is a Soul predeſtinated 
| to Life. What can our Judge 
lay - againſt us, when he 

E ſhall 
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ſhall ſee our Garments upon | 
him, and our Bread and 
Money in -his hands 2 We ' 
need not fear any thing at 
the Judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, 
if we have the Poor for our . 
Advocates, 


Application. 


_Confider how you behave your 
| ſelf rowards the Poor, whether 
you treat them as theMembers 
_ of Chriſt; whether you do 
them all thoſe good Offices you 
are ebliged to do ? 


Sentences, 


Feneratur Domino qui nii- 


ſerctur pauperis. Prov. 19- 
| He 


Ws - Example. 75 


He that hath Mercy on 
. the Poor, lendeth unto the 
Lord. 


Date omnibus ,ne cui non de- 
deritis,ipſe ftChriſtus.S. Aug. 
Give Alms to every one 
that asketh,leſt he whom ye 
deny {hould be Chriſt him: 
ſelf in o_ 


'# 
| The Twenticth DAY. 


Of Example. 


| Vil Examples have 

deſtroyed many more 
than the good Examples of 
the holieſt men have -ever 


+ been 
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been able to ſave. If-one 
could open Hell, ſcarcely 
could one find one there, 
who might not ſay, ſuch or 
{uch a one hath damned me. 
What ſtrange Account haye 


we to give | God command- : 


eth us to love our Enemies: 
we ruin the Souls of thoſe 
who do us no harm. That 
man who hath been ſo un- 
fortunate, as todeſtroy, by 
his Example, thoſe Souls 
Chrift purchaſed by his 
Blood, hath reaſon much to 
doubt his own Salyation. 
| What can we hope for from 
Chriſt, who have robbed him 
of that which -coſt him ſo 
dear. 2 

2, O 
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2, Q. you cruel Parents 
who lead unchriſtian Lives! 
Well had it been for your 
Children, that rhey had ne- 
ver: had a being, rather-than 
have been born of you ; you 
have been” the Authors of 
their Lives only to be the 
Authors of their Death, E+ 
ternal Death 3 when they 
ſhall demand theirParadiſe of 
you at the day of Judgment, 
what will you be able to.an- 
{wer them.? 


3. Ler us put on Chriſt 
Jeſus, according to the com- 
mands of $. Paul: that men 
obſerving inus his Spirit, his 
Behaviour, his Vertucs, may 

E 3 be 
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be put in mind of him. We 
contribute no leſs to theSal- 
vation of our Brethren by 
an Exemplary Life, than we 
do to their Deſtrution by a 


{ſcandalous one. 


Application. 


Take care that youdo nothing that 
may ſcandalize or temp: your 
Neighbour, and beg Pardon of 
God for thoſe fins of others, 
which you have been the occa- 
fion of, ' Are not our own 
Crimes too too many, that we 
draw upon our ſelves the guil 
of others ? ; 


Sentences. 


Ve homini per quem fas: 
=Y 


_— 
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dalum venit. Matth. I8. 
Wo to theMan by whom 
Offences comes. 


Pro tantis reus quantos ſe- 
cum traxerit in reatum. Sal- 
vian. 

We are guilty of all that 
thole commit, whom we 
have betrayed into ſin by 
our Example. 


The Twenty firſt DA. Y. 


Of Sufferings. 


Eare nottherefore 
Chriſtians that 


l. 


we may be Rich, and live 
in Pleaſure ; there is no need 
E 4 of 
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of Chriſtianity for this : The 
World rather ſhould have 
been left in the ſtate it was, 
under the Dominion of Phan- 
cy and Paſſion. The Chri- 
ftian life is a crucified life. 
We muſt either lose the 
Croſs, or renounce our Faith. 


_ 2» Whatſaith the Goſpel > 
Bleſſed are they that mourn. 
Wo be to you Rich, who have 
your Confolationin this Worll, 


Mark! the Language of the 


Holy Spirit. One would 
think at preſent it were a 
Barbarous Language, and 
no where underſtood, unleſs 
in C anada, and Fa 14, Where 
Believers run to Martyrdom, 

we 
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we ſhould blot out this Ar- 
ticle of Sufferings our of the 
Golpel of Europe. Do we 
believe that Happineſs con- 
{iſteth in Tears, and thar the 
Rich are unhappy-? And yet 
this 1s an Article of Faith, 
no leſs neceſlary to Salyati- 
on, than that of the Trini- 
ty, Incarnation, &c. 

3. It becomes the Son of 
God to dye upon the Croſs, 
that he might take Poſleſli- 
on . of his Glory !_ All the 
Saints never centred. into 
Heaven, but by the way of 
Sufferings-;and-can we hope, 
that that which coſt the Son 
and Saints of God ſo much, 
ſhould coſt us nothing. The 

| E 5 Croſs 
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Croſs is both the Portion 
and the Mark of the Ele&. 
That Soul which ſuffers no- 
thing,and will ſuffer nothing, 
hath the Character of a Re- 
probate ; he muſt unavoida- 
- bly ſuffer, either in this 
World, or in the other. 


Application, 


Adore Jeſus Chriſt Crucihed, and 
beg of yim the Grace to be here 
madePartaker of his Sufterings, 
that you may hereafter ſhare in 
ns Glory. 


Sentences. 
Qt non bajulat Crucem (u- 


amon eft me diguus LAX. 14 
He 


jy” IT 
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He that taketh not up his 
Croſs and followeth me, is 
not worthy of me. 

Pudeat ſub ſpinato capite 
membrum fieri delicatum. S. 
Bern. 

How ill doth a ſoft and 
delicate Member ſuit with a 
head crowned with Thorns. 


The Twenty ſecond DAY. 


Of Conformity to the Will 
of G ods 


I. HE greateſt Happis- 

neſs of a Creature 
is to will that which hisCre- 
« atorWills: "Tis in this one 


| thing , that the whole of. 
rrue 
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true. Aolineſs doth conſiſt : 
Saints are therefore Saints, 
becauſe their Wills are con- 
formable to Gods. Whar c- 
ver Vertue you have, if you 
want this, you ar2not truly 
devour: 

2. That Soul which is 
not content with that which 
God Wills, doth in ſome 
fort attempt to uſurp upon 
the Authority of God. To 
defire that things ſhould go 
| otherwiſe than they do in 
the World, is to deſire, that 
God ſhould not be Maſter. 
Whatever befals us, befals 
us by his Order. Is it not 
reaſonabletoconſent to what- 
ever infiniteWiſdom ordains? 
3. No- 


Of Conformity, &C. 8c 


3- Nothing happens to me 
by the appointment of God, 
but 'tis for my good. Should 
he himſelf take up a Sword 
to ſlay me,l am ſure his hand 
would be guided by his heart; 
and what have I to fear 
from that heart that loyes 
me? I will therefore Will 
nothing but whar' he Wills. 
] care not to complain of | 
Heat or Cold, of Lotles | 
or Sickneſs, &c. All this / 
Change of Nature, and of 
Man, paſſes through the 
hands of God. That which 
the World calls bad Weather, 
AfﬀiQion, Dilgrace, is an 
Adyantage, a good Fortune 
and a Fayour of Heaven, 
when 
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when we conſider it-in the 
Order and Method of Di- 
vine Proyidence. 


Application, , 


Renounce your own Will, and 
pray God that his may be al- 
ways accompliſhed upon you. 


Sentences. . 


Ita pater quia fic fuit pla-- 
citum ante te, Matth. 11. 

Even ſo Father, for fo ir 
feemed good in thy ſight. 

Ille placet Deo , cui placet 
Deus. S. Aug. 

We pleale God, when 
what ever God Wills plea- 
{es us. 

The 


| 
| 
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The Twenty third DAY. 
Of Truſt in God. | 


[. Man cruſts his health 

with a Phyſitian, his 
Sute with his Advocate, and 
his Life, if he be blind, to a 
Child, and ſometimes to a 
Dog: and ſhall we make a+ 
ny difficulty to give up our 
lelves ro the Conduct of 
(God ! 

2. The Cares of Divine 
Providence extend them- 
{elves even toAnts andFlies: 
How can we then doubt it to 
our Souls created after the I- 
mage of God, and percha 

4 
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by the Blood of Chriſt 2? 
God docs free”and* ſupport 
Infidels who know him nor ; 
he ſhowers down his Benefits 
upon the wicked, who blat- 
pheme his holyName. What 
will he not then do for Chri- 
ſtians, who honour, and who 
love him ? 

3. Our concerns aremuch 
better in his hands, than in 
our own. Lctus leave the 
matter then ro him, he is 
our Father and our Mother 
altogether. That tenderneſs 
which he has for his Chil- 
dren, does oblige him to 
take care of 'em. He has 
promiſed us his ProteCtion, 


he will not be worſe than his 
Word. 


4, 2 


% 
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Word: Heaven and Earth 
ſhall ſooner periih, than God 
permit a good man to periſh, 
who puts his truſt in him. 


Application. 


Examine your own hearr, and try 
whether ir has truſt in God, 
worthy of the Goodneſs of 


God, and the Merits uf Chriſt, 


Sentences: 


Deus mens es t1:,in manibus 
tuls ſortes mer. P. 30. 

Thow art my God,in thee 
1s my hopes. 

Projice te in Cum, 101 fe 


fubtrahat ut cadas.'S. Aug. 


Commit all your Care to 
God, he will not deceive-you 
whe: The 


— 


go Chriſtian Thoughts, 


——_—. 


The Twenty fourth DAY. 
Of the Love of God. 


]. OD fo loves us,that 
he has given us his 
only Son ; if he had hadany 
thing better, he would have 
given it us. Is not this to 
purchaſe our Love, dear ec- 
nough when he purchaſes it 
at this Rate; Indifferent 
Goodneſs has a juſt Title 
to our Love:Why ſhould we 
not then love infinite Good- 
neſs 2 What ! ſhall Goodneſs 
aſe to be amiable, becauſe 
tis Infinite 2 
2, God commands me to 
love 


Of the Love of God. 9r 


love him : Is this too ſevere 
a Commandment, to lovea 
Beauty -infinitely lovely:He 
commands me to love him 
with all my Heart; Is this | 
little Heart too great a Pre- 
ſent for ſo great aGod ? But 
he that ſays All, doth ex- 
cept nothing. Whatever part 
I give him, if Ido not give 
him all, I do nor give him 
cnough. 

3. If Eternity could have 
an end,it were not roo much 
in the Judgment of the De- 
vils themſelyes, to undergo 
Hell, to obtain the Grace of 
loving God. There is not 
one of the Damn'd, who 
would not think himſelfhap- 


f PY 


CC 
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PY,if after innumerable Ages 
of Sufferings, he could ex- 
ert one Act of Love, Ican 
Love God, if { will, without 
1ts coſting me much trouble : 
Nor to do ſo when one can, is 


an Evil greater than Hell ir 
ſelf, 


Application. 
Caſt off «ll lqve but thar of God, 


and endeavour with all your 
mighe- to love him above all 


things. 


Sentences. 


S: Charitatem nou habuero 
wihil ſum. 1 Cor. 13. * 


W. the Love of Cl Chriſt. 93 : 


If Thave not Charity,l am 
nothing. | 

St amare pigebat,redamare | 
uon pigeat, S. Aug. 

Though we cannot love | 
God firſt, let us at leaſt return 
his Lovyc. 


The Twenty fifth DAY. 


Of the Love of our Saviour 
Teſus Chriſt. 


| Othing ever coſt ſo 
dear as a Soul : the 
Life of God was the price of 
it. Ideſerved Hell : The De- 
vil-and all the Creatures de- 
manded the Puniſhment of 
my crimes : Jeſus' Chriſt 

heark- 


- 
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hearken'd to nothing bur his 
own heart, which begged of 
him my Pardon ; he has had 
Pirty of me, and has piven 
the laſt drop of his Blood to 
redeem me. So that though 
I were not God my Crea- 
tor's, yetT ſhould be Chriſt 
my Redcemers. The leaſt I 
owe him, is, to give him 
thanks for the good he has 
done me; though,l donot re- 
turn him Life for Life, I 
ought at leaſt, to return him 
Love for Love. 

2. I give_a Dog a Bone 
thar's good for nothing ; for 
this nothing he loves me; he 
careſſes me, he guards me. 
Jeſus has giyen me his Gra- 

| CCcs, 
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ces, his Blood, his Merits, 
all his Treaſures, and yet I 
continue inſenſible.Ungrate- 
ful and unnaturalSoul! Learn 
thy Duty of a Beaſt, the 
Dog's thy Maſter and thy 
Judge. If his Example do 
not reform thy heart, thou 
art more bruitiſh than the 
Beaſts themſelves. 

3. We have a heart yery 
tender towards our Friends, 
yery ſenſible of all the good 
Offices they do us: Muſt 
Chriſt only be treated with 
Inſenſibleneſs and Ingrati- 
rude 2 Which of our Friends 
has been crucifygd for us ? 


Ap- 


ues —om—_ 
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Application, 
Beg the Love of Chriſt, of Chriſt 
himſelf, for no body can luve 
him, without his Grace. 


Sentences. 
S; quis nou amat Dominum 


FeſumChriftum ſit Anathema 
'1 Cor. 16. | 

If a Man love not our 
LordJeſus Chriſt, let him b 
Anathema. | 

$i totum me debeo pro me 
fafto, quid addam pro Re- 
feflo, & refeFo hoc mods 2? 
S, Bern. 

IfI owe'my whole {elf for 
being Created, What do I 
owe for being redecm'd, and 
redeemed this manner 2, 

The 


— - — 


F 


DD —_—— 


Of Obedience. | 97 


>—_— 


The -Twenty fixth DAY. 


Of Obedience: 


HERE is no one 

Duty of aChriſtian 

more expreſly enjoyn'd, or 
more frequently and forcibly 
inculcated, than Obedience : 
nor was the Example of our 
Saviour's Life more illuſtri- 
ous and eminent in any one 
Inſtance of Vertue, than in 
this. Pretend nor -there- 
fore to be led by the fame 
Sptrit,unleſs you bring forth 
the ſame Fruir. Nothing is 
more he Goſ to the Spi- 
rir of _ than hs 
SpirK 
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Spirit of Contention. The 
Wiſdom that is from above, 
iS firſt pure, and then peaceca- 
ble. Impurity makes us 
Beaſts; Diſobedience, Devils. 

2. Obedience is the Fruit 
of .two of the moſt perfect 
and cxalted Vertues in the 
Goſpel, Charity and Self- 
reſignation: The former frees 
us from thoſe Jealouſies and 
Suſpicions, .the latter, from 
the Pride and Wilfulneſs , 
- Which hinders our Submilli- 
on and Complyance with the 
Commands of our Superiors; 
on this humble and charita- 
ble Soul the Spirit . of God 
reſts, in this humble and cha- 
ritable Soul, the Peace of God 
_ dwells. 


_— x iz; a. (Ss 
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FT dwells. Diſobedience does 


indeed generally pretend to/ 
a very honourableParentage, — 
and will be thought the 
Child of Sincerity and Cou- 
rage: Vain Pretences of a 
deluded mind,many vile and 
corrupt AﬀeQions,may min- 
-lethemlelves with the moſt 


| plauſible oppoſition roSupe- 


riors : But meck ſuffering is 
not lyable to Impoſture. We 
muſt remember too, that;he 
who had heat -enough to 
fight, had not Conſtance: e- 
_ to ſuffer for his Ma- 
cr. 

3.Obcedience implys more 
than not to reſiſt our Gover= 
tours, He that commands 
F z us 


—— 
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us to love our Enemies, | ex- 
peRs ſure more from us,than 
not to hate and injure thoſe 
' whom he has ſet over us. 
Where' our Governour the 
Vice-Roy of God oppoles 
not the Government of his 
and our Lord : There nega- 
tive Loyalty is like negative 
| Righteouſneſs. We mulſtin 
all we lawfully may, be zea- 
lous for the Honour and Se- 
- curity of the Government : 
Not to be a Rebel is not all 
- that goes tomake up a good 


 SubjeQ, 
-Application, 


'Tmitate the Merknels, if you woulc 
'. poflefs the Peace of Chriſt : Ad 


mit 


IiC 
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mit of noPretences to colourDif- 
obedience. For there is not in the 
World a more flat and monſtrous . 
ContradiCtion, than a con'enti» 
ous.or diſobedient Chriſtian. 


Sentences. - 


Omnis anima poteFtatibus 
ſupereminentibus ſubjeFa eſto* 


Rom. 13. 


Let every. Soul be ſubject 
to the higher Powers. 

Nec dedignandum ſervo, 
guod. praceſſit in Domino, S. 
Bern. 

How well will Obedience 
become the Servant, fince it 
was ſo much practiſed by 
our great Lord and Maſter. 


F 3 The-- 


—_ 
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| Ths Twenty ſeventh DAY. 
Of the Love of our Neigh- 


bour. 


HAT Soul that 
loves. not. its 
Neighbour ,. cannot truely 
ſay, it lovesGod. Whatever 
goodWorks wedo,we do no- 
thing, if we do.not love our 
Brethren. Martydom it ſelf 
iS an abomination. to God , 
without Charity. 
2+ This is myCommand- 
ment, ſaith Chriſt, That ye 
love one another,. as. I have 
loved you. Though Men 
ſhould have nothing inthem 
amt. 


[. 
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amiable, but this, that they 
are loved by Jeſus-Chriſt. ls - 
not this enough to'oblige 
me to love 'em with all my. 
heart 2 I ſhould be very nice 
and proud, if.I could not 
love that which our Saviour - 
loved better than. himſelf. 

3- Dol love all men, as 
Telus: has loved: me? thar is, 
ſo as to be ready to give my 
Eſtateand my Life fox them 2 
how rare is this AﬀeCtion a- 
mong(\t Chriſtians 2 And yet 
that 1s that of Chriſt Jeſus, 
and of all true Chriſtians. . 


Application; 


Endeavour to kindle in your” felf 
a moſt tender Compaſſion for 
thole whom Chriſt has loved ſo - 

F 4. tender. 
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| tenderly ; and take upa firm re- 
ſolutian, that you'l never do a« 
ny thing injurious to the. love. 


of your Neighbour. 


Sentences. 


Qui diligit proximum, le- 
gem implevit. Rom. 13. 

Love is the fulfilling of 
he Lay. 

Diletio fola diſcernit in- 
ter filios Dei & filios Diaboli. 
S. Aug. 

Charity is the diſtinguiſh- 
ing Character. of a Child of 
God, fromaChild of the De- 
wal, 


Ap- 
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The Twenty Eighth DAY... 


Of the Love of our Enemtes. 


I. Harity is ſo inſepara- 
4 ble from Chriſtiani- 

ty, that we are obliged to 
love even ourEnemies :of this 
Chriſt hath given us both a - 
Precept and Example. . Does . 
God command, and we think 
much to obey 2 God forgives 
his Murtherers his Dearh ; 
and we cannot forgive our - 
Brethren a petty Injury. 
2. There is noForgiveneſs - 
for that Soul, who will not 
forgive. God will forgive 
us, as we forgive others. A 
F 5 Chris» 
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Chriſtian rhat will revenge 
himſelf,condemns himſelf by 
his own mouth every time 
he repeats the Lords Pray» 
er. We muſt cither love our 
Enemies, or hate our ſelves. 
3. One would think, that 
two - Chriſtians,, who. hate 
one another, were not of the 
{ame Religion; for whatPro- 
bability is there, that thoſe 
who cannot endure one ano» 
ther,ſhould ever approach 
the ſameHolyTable, cat the 
{ameFood,cxpcCt the ſamePa- 
radife,and hope to live toge- 
ther,in it eternally? It is not 
permitted us to- hate any 
thing but the Devils, and.it 
belongs oaly: to the Damn'd 
; ro 


” 
et 
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to hate one another, There 
iS no more manifeſt ſign of 
Reprobarion,than not to for- 
give an injury», The Soul 
that has this Property , is 
thereby mark'd our for Hell. 


Ippltcation. '} 


_Eximine your heart in the preſence 
of a crucitying Chriſt ; and if 

. You find in it hatred or enmity 
tor any whoſoever, learn Chari- 

ty and . Tenderneſs from . the 


Wounds. of Jeſus. 


Sentences. 


Qui odit fratrem ſuum hs- 
micida ef. x John 3. 


He 


——_—— __ 
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He that hateth his Brother 
iS a Murtherer. 


Vindicari vis Chriftianus, 


uonudum wvindicatus eſt Chri- 
Tus. S. Aug. 


Wilt thou a Chriſtian re- 


venge thy elf, when the 
Death of Chriſt is nor yet re- 
venged. 


hs, 


The Twenty ninth bay.” 


Of the Imitation of Chri/ 


1. T*HE firſt Man rui- 

ned himſelf by af- 
Qing to be like God. 
Alt + ths Men cannot ſaye 
chemſelves but by becom- 
ing like the Son of God. 
He 


of the Imitation of Chriſt.x09 


———— 


He is become our Model,by 
becoming Man:We oughtto 
become his Images. He is 
the Head of the Ele : To 


be a Reprobate, is not tore- 
{emable him. 


2. We ſtudy with much 
Induſtry the Modes and Fa-- 
{hions of the World : And we 
do not as much as caſt ene 
glance upon the life of 
Chriſt. Courtiets conform 
themſelves to: their Prince ; 
Philoſophers have had Diſci- 
ples who have imitated 
tnem, even to the Defeats 
of Nature. Hayel ever en- 
certained ſerious —_— 

O 
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of imitating the Vertues of 
the Son. of God ?+- What 
ſhame is it to me; thar I have 
not yet advanced one ſtep 
to follow him! And what 
a Reproach is it to him to 
march before us , and not 

have one to follow him 2 


3- What ſhall I ſay inthe 
day of. Judgment, when I 
ſhall be to be compared with | 
my Model or -Pattern,when 
the Life of Jeſus ſhall be ſet 
againſt mine, his Humility 
againſt . my- Pride , his 
Wounds againſt my Wanton- 
neſs., his . Sweetneſs - and 
Meckneſs againſt my: Fury 
and Paſſions, &c. Ah ! What 
a=- 


Of the Tmifationof Chriſt.11 1 


a Monſter is - a Chriſtian 
withour Chriſtianity 2 One 
Baptized, and yet a ſlave of 
the Devil > Under the Chara- 

Cer of the Croſs, and yet a 

Confederate of the: World 

and Fle!h 2 I muſt therefore 

cither renounce my Baptiſm, 

and my Profeſſion of Chri- 

ſtanity, or elſe conform my 

life to that of my Saviour. 

Chriſtianity ., to define . ir: 
rightly, it-nothing elſe. bur 
the Imitation of :Chrilſt. . 


Application. 


See whether there appear-in you: 
any Feature of the Sonof God, 
and Whether any man, ſeeing 
you act as you do, will be apt 


[9 


112 Chriſtian Thoughts, 


Fr CI 


Chriſt. 


4 
4 
' 
; 


Sentences: 


, que ieris. Matth. 8. 
Lord, I will follow thee 


\ whereſoever thou goeſt. 


| fi Chriſtum non ſequor. $.Berty 
| I am a Chriſtian to littt 
1 purpoſe, if I do not follow 
1 | Chriſt. 


The 


to take you for a Diſciple of | 


Magifter, ſequar re JUOCUN | 


Sine cauſa ſum Chriſtianus - - i 


aw i a— P- Y — g——Y Mah 
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The Thirticth DAY. 
Of Zeal in the Service of God. 


I. Er us have as much 
Z.cal for God, as hc 
has for us ; and let 1s pro- 
mote our Salvation with the 
{ame Earncſtncls God himſelf 
docs. All that he Acts with- 
. ut himſelf is ſor the perte- 
ing our Souls. All the De- 
fires of his Heart, all the 
Cares of his Providence, a!l 
the Tenders of his Mercy 
do aim ai this. How jutt 
matter of Confuſion is this, 
toa luke-warm Soul : 
2. If a Man wers to judge 


Ot! 
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of God by our floath and ſtu- 
pidity, one would be apt to 
think, he were not worth the 
{crving, and that his Rewards 
were very inconſiderable. 
What Opinion can we have 
of that Maſtcr, whole Scr- 
vaats (erve' him negligently, 
and wirhour attetion 2 We 
do cailhonour God, and diſ- 
parage his $-rvice, whenever 
we do that] which he deſires 
of us, coldly and carclefly. 
Wo be ro him rhat does the 
Work of che Lord ncgligent- 
ly. 

3. One Action done for 
God, beir as lictic as it will, 
is more worth a Thouſand 
times, than all the Archieve- 

ments 


—_— 
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ments of Heroes and Con- 
querours. If a Man vaunts 
himſclf fo much for his Cou- 
rage in attempting vain 
things, how much more juſt- 
ly may he glory,when he ex- 
crts it in the purſuit of Hea- 
ven 2 What! the Servants of 
the Devil do not ſpare them- 
ſelves, they give back at no- 
thing, they never bemoan 
themſelves whatever trouble 
they undergo. Is Jeſus Chriſt 
leſs conſiderable than the De- 
vils2 Is Paradiſe Icfs worth 
than Hell! Ah! Hell hereafter 
ſhall be my School. To love 
God as much as the Damn'd 
hate him, to ſerve God as 
Men ſcrve the World and the 
Devil 


is 
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Devil, ſure this can't be too 
much, 


Application, 


Examin your Behaviour 1n the 
Service of God. Mark thoſe A- 
tions wherein you are moſt re- 
miſs and {luggiſh ; and endea- 
vour ſo to awzken and ſtir up 
your ſelf, that you may pers 
form *em hercafter in a manner 
worthy of ſuch a Maſter, 


Sentences, 


Spiritu ferventes, Domino 
ſervientes. Rom. 12. 
Fervent in Spirit, ſerying 


the Lord. 
(2ug- 
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Quales impetus habebas ad 
mundum, tales habeas ad Ars 
tificem mundi. S. Aug. 

Have the fame Paſſion for 
the Creator of the World, 


which you have had for the 
-World it (clf 


-O , 
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4b 119 
A Prayer to God: 


Which a Chriſtian Soul may 
"—_ every day,expreſſing 
what thoſe Sentiments are, 
which it defires to have in « 
the hour of Death: In which 
you may behold the Afts of 
all the.mo$t exalted Yer- 
tres, and eſperially of a 
true Contrition for fin, and 


of a perfett love towardGod. 


Y Lord,and myGod! 
inthis uncertainty of 
the Time, and Place, and 
Manner of my Death, in 
which it is thy will, that I 
ſhould live,l deſire to adore 


D ————_—_ 
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the Methods of thy Provi- 
denceinall, which thou haſt 
been pleaſed to ordain eon- 
cerning it from all Eternity ; 
and not knowing what may 
be the Sentiments of mySoul 
at that time : I do at preſent 
what I defire ſhould be done 
then ; 'and I beſcech thee to 
' ratifie-and accept then, that 
which I now declare and 
' proteſt before thee. 

I thank thee then, my 
Lord,and my God,at preſent! 
for in the laſt moment of my 
life, "tis poſſible, bereaved'of 
Speech and Reaſon, I ſhall 
not be able either to ſpeak 
co, or think of thee. I thank 
thee, 'l ſay, that-thou haſt - 
F 81ven 
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given me a being, thow 
mighteſt have left me fer e- 
ver in my firſt nothing: 1 
thank thee, that thou haſt 
given me Birth, in a Chriſti- 
- an-age, and Country, when 
I might have been born in an 
Age and Country of Paga- 
niſm. I thank thee, thar 
thou haſt regenerated me by 
Baptj{m. | 

I adore thee,O thou foun- 
tain of my Life of NatureO 
thou fountain of my Regenc- 
ration by Grace ! O thou ul- 
timate end of my Soul! And 
= utmoſt felicity in Glory | 

ou art the prime Truth, 
and I believe unchangeably 
that, which thou doſt ay. 


G Thou 


Cl —— 
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Thou art the ſoveraignFaich- 
fulneſls, and I inceſſantly 
hope for that which rhou 
doſt promiſe. Thou art the 
ſupreme Good, and I love 
thee only, and deſire to do 
{o for ever. 

"Tis thou, O my God ! 
Father, Son,and Holy Ghoſt, 
One in Eſſence,and Three in 
Perſons, who haſt created 
me by an Effe@ ofthy Pow 
er, who haſt redeem'd me by 
an exceſs of thy Love, whe 
haſt ſanRifted me by the In- 
fuſion of thy Grace, who 
haſt condufted me by the 
Rules of thy Providence, and 
haſt deſtined me to the Par- 

ticipation of thy Giony. 
IM or 
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For this end thou haſt ad- 
mitted me into the Boſom of 
the Church thy Spouſe ; and 
in it haſt guided me by the 
cleareſt Lights :. Thou haſt 
prevented me with thy moſt 
holy Graces, and halt inſpt- 
red me with the moſt tender 
Paſſions, and haſt prepared 
for me thy moſt glorious Sa- 
craments, thou halt refreſh'd 
me with the Body and Blood 
of my Saviour Jeſus Chriſt 
thy only Son ; and haſt of- 
ren ſpread abroad in my 
Heart, the Graces and the 
Gifts of thy Holy Spirit. 

How much Love ! How 


many Benefits | How many © -. 
Honours ! How many Fa» - 


Gt 3 VQUrs- 
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vours |! How many Graces ! 
How many Mercies has this 
poor Soul received 2 Which 
for all thoſcKindneſſes whic!: 
thou haſt done it, whereof 
thou only knoweſt theNums- 
ber and the Value, returns 
thee nothing but Acts of Im- 
piety, Infidelity, Ingratitude, 
nothing bue Traſgreſſions 
and Crimes, more numerous 
than the teirs of my head, 
or the days of my life. 
ButrO my God! The more 
I have to be aſhamed of, in 
having offended thee, the 
more will be thy Glory in 
paruoning me ; fins without 
number {ſuch as mine, ſtand 
10 -nced of Mercics without 
bouncts 


——. 


bounds, ſuch as are thine. 


Therefore my Lord, and. 


my God! I fly tothy bound- 
leſs Mercies, being ſorry at 
my Heart, that I haye pro- 
voked thee ſo long, that IT 


have known thee ſo late, and 


loved thee ſo little; and 
were I never to have more 
than this moment, I would 
imploy it in loving thee, O 
thou Soveraign Gogd ! Be- 


cauſe thou art that which 


thou art, and becauſe rhou 


alone doſt merit- the Love. 


and Adoration of all thy 
{rcatures. 

Here in thy preſence, Q, 
Eternal Love | Who wiil be 


for eyer lovely, and never... 
G 3 layed. 
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loved enough, I do deteſt 
all the Sins of my life, becauſe 
they are repugnant to thy 
adorable SanQity ; and I de- 
teſt theſe my fins on the ſame 
Mortives,on W hichJelusChriſt 
dereſted them in his Agony 
in the Garden : And upon 
the ſame Motives for which 
thou,O my God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt, One in Ei- 
{ence, and Three in Perions, 
doſt deteſt 'em. 

And I ofter thee for repa- 
ration of thele outrages my 
{ins have done thee, the Love, 
Obedience, and Merits of 
my bleſled Lord andSaviour : 
{and | ſubmit to this death,as 


the juſt Puniſhment of my 
ſin, 


— 
—_— 


——— — cc — — — ——_—— 
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fin, having been a Traitor ; 
and diſloyal to thee, and 
therefore .moſt juſtly ſenten- 
c2d to dearh:I moſt willingly 
ſubmit to the deſtruction of 
this Body which has been the 
Foundation of ſo many In- 
remperances, and the Inſtru- 
ment of {o many fins. I ſub- 
mit to the Deſtruction of my 
preſent b2ing, in Obedience 
to that Soveraign Dominion 
which thou haſt over me : I 
{ubmit to all rhe Deſertions, 
all the Troubles, all the A- 
gonics, all the Pains, all the 
Temptations,and all theEvils 
which thou haſt reſerved: for 
my ſins and offenceybeing all 
the SatisfaRtion I am able to 

make 
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make to thy adorable Ma- 
jelty. 

And being able to do nc 
more,myLord & my God /[ 
beleech thee to remember, 
that.1 am the Work of thy 
Hands, the Purchaſe of thy 
Blood, the Conquelit of thy 
Croſs,theGage of thy Death, 
and the Effect of thy Love. 
'Tis.-to thy Death that I u- 
nite mine,& to thyLove that 
I unite mine, proteſting that 1 
admit no other Sentiments , 
than agree with the Faith of 
thy Church, and that I ad- 
mit no other Motions in my 
Heart,than thoſe of Hope in 
thy Merits, and love of thy 
Goodneſs. 

| Tf 


i we - 
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If there be any thing in 
me contrary tothis I difown 
it, I retract it; and it is my 
deſire, that the laſt Motion 
of my Soul, may be one of 
Adoration,offering up to thee 
the Homage of my whole 
being, which is more thine, 
than 'tis my own ; and may 


it be together a Motion of 


Love, which loving thee for 
thy ſelf, may be continued 
to all Ercrnity. 

"Tis true, O God ! That 
notwithftanding all this, I 
am under great Fears, becauſe 
my Crimes are {o great, ai;d 
thy Judgments ſo terrible : 
But it is alſo true, that not- 


withſtanding my Fears, my 
hopes 


” 
# 
ee ————— 
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hopes are greater, becauſe 
thou art Mercy and doſt 
pardon , becauſe thou art 
greatMercy,and doſt pardon 
without bounds;becauſerthou 
art all Mercy, nay Mercy it 
ſelf, and Joſt pardon all, 
Full of this amorous and 
{weet confidence which Thave. 
in thee, I hope to behold thy 
Glory in thc Land of the L1- 
ving ; thoſe (I mean) of 
whom thou art the i ©iurree 
ction and the Liie: And 
therefore after 1 have again 
adored thy Power , which 
created me, thy Goodneſs 
which redeemd me, thy 
Wiſdom which has enlight- 
ned me, thy Providence 
which 
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which has governed me, thy 
Mercy which has {ſo often 
pardoned me;[ allo adore thy 
Juſtice, and ſubmic my ſelfro 
it, for that moment it has 
decreed to judge me. 

And I tubmic with this 
Confidence, that thy Mercy 
will not forſake me, that that 
will anſwer for me beforerhy 
Juſtice ; and that I ſhall for 
ever {ing of thy Mercies : So 
beit. AMEN. 
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